
SUBJECT:  LAND USE 
CATEGORY:  BROAD LAND COVER/USE 
QUALIFIERS:  NONE 
REPORTING UNIT:  AREA (ACRES IN THOUSANDS) 
GEOGRAPHIC UNIT:  STATE OF MISSOURI 
 
TABLE:   BROAD LAND COVER/USE* ACREAGE ESTIMATES, 1958-1997 
 
 
                 1958           1967          1978           1982            1987          1992         1997 
 
 
CROP-     17887.0      16658.0      14697.0       14966.4       14381.7      13343.8    13747.3 
LAND 
 
GRASS-.    8642.0       8504.0      12729.0        12716.2       12313.2      11934.9    10936.2           
LAND 
 
FOREST    13342.0     13709.0      10796.0        11452.5       11813.4      12068.1    12427.0   
LAND 
 
MINOR       1482.0       1564.0        1617.0            674.8         1229.7       2251.9      2239.9 
LAND 
 
DEVELOPED  1589.0     1912.0        2015.0          2083.9         2183.9       2293.2      2517.4  
LAND     
 
FEDERAL      1511.0     1675.0        2097.0           1920.0         1889.9      1904.5      1916.1      
LAND 
 
WATER          531.0       584.0          655.0             762.3           794.3        809.7      822.2  
 
 
                                                                                  TOTAL SURFACE AREA    44606.1** 
 
 
*     These broad land use/cover categories are combinations of the Natural Resources Conservation Service’s 
Conservation Needs Inventory (CNI) data collection categories for 1958, 1967, 1978 and the National Resources 
 Inventory  for 1982, 1987, 1992 and 1997.  Cropland includes cultivated and noncultivated cropland. Grassland is  
 composed of pastureland and rangeland.  Minor land includes land in the Conservation Reserve Program from 1987   
 onward.  Developed land is a combination of urban land and rural transportation land. 
**    Reporting category totals adjusted to Missouri’s historical NRI total surface area of 44,606,100 acres. 

 
 
SOURCE:  NATIONAL RESOURCES INVENTORY (REVISED DECEMBER 2000) 
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